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Editorial 


ECAUSE we are so often asked 
B for a comparative statement about 
Compton’s pictured encyclopedia and the 
W orld book it seems well to describe in 
some detail the distinct editorial policies 
which are exemplified in these two works. 

One method is to present the informa- 
tion alphabetically under as large sub- 
jects as feasible with a very complete in- 
dex to lead the reader to the minor 
subjects treated within the larger. 

The other method is to present in- 
formation alphabetically under as many 


specific subjects as the reader is expected 
to seek, with references to related sub- 
jects found elsewhere, or references, in 
the alphabetic place, from terms synon- 
ymous to the term chosen for entry. 

The first method makes the index the 
first place to look for information. The 
second method makes it the last place. 
The index is only needed with the latter 
method in case a topic is incorporated as 
a mere fact or definition in some article, 
as, apse, in architecture. 

The practice of entering brief facts, 
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definitions of unusual terms, geograph- 
ical locations and statistics, thumb nail 
biographies, identification of characters 
in literature, etc., in the index, instead 
of in the main body of the text is the 
natural procedure in the former method, 
because it saves the reader’s time, since 
the index is always to be consulted first. 

This method has been criticized be- 
cause the purchaser is paying an encyclo- 
pedia price for dictionary entries. In 
answer to this, it should be said that 
these entries are seldom word definitions 
and biographical dictionaries and atlases 
are not common in homes. This partial 
dictionary method of the fact-index 
makes it possible to present many more 
topics in the same space than could be 
given if each entry or cross-reference 
were given space in the main text where 
freer style and large type are generally 
used. 

Practically all library reference 
workers and most students prefer the 
alphabetically arranged topics, as far as 
possible with cross-references from synon- 
ymous terms, or to related subjects, which 
minimizes the use of an index, so that it 
is only consulted as a last resort. 

Children, or teachers, who wish to 
study a subject more as a textbook pre- 
sents it, with all its ramifications as 
close together as possible, prefer the 
alphabetic arrangement under the larger 
subject with a very full index leading to 
subordinate subjects included under the 
larger headings. 

Which subjects should have main 
entries, and which be included in larger 
subjects, is purely an editorial matter 
and very difficult to decide. 
be determined by use, but that depends 


It should 





upon the education and mental habits of 
the users. ‘These vary greatly. Prob- 
ably no two persons would agree exactly, 
any more than two catalogers would 
make just the same subject cards and 
analytic. 

For instance, the World book lists 
one hundred and nine topics related to 
anatomy at the end of the article on 
“Anatomy.” In Compton’s thirty-one 
of these subjects are given main entries, 
but the fact index gives page reference to 
sixty-nine more of them in other articles, 
and gives no entry at all for nine. There 
is no way to determine how many related 
subjects Compton’s may include which 
are not in the World book. 

The separated index in Compton's 
has been criticized because it often refers 
to other volumes. This would still hap- 
pen if the index were in the last volume 
as usual. The same thing happens where 
the alphabetical arrangement is used and 
one volume refers to the subject in an- 
other volume. 

This issue of the Subscription Books 
Bulletin contains a review of the 1932 
Compton’s. The 1929 edition of the 
W orld book was reviewed in the Janu- 
ary, 1930, issue and its annual in July, 


1932. 





N JULY 1 Ith, the Federal Trade 

Commission after a hearing issued 
a complaint against the Perpetual En- 
cyclopedia Corporation, the North 
American Publishing Company, the 
Source Research Council, Inc., Frank 
J. Mackey and a dozen others, in- 
dividually and as publishers and dis- 
tributors of certain subscription works. 

(Continued on page 59) 
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Reviews 


Compton’s pictured encyclopedia; 
ed. by Guy Stanton Ford; managing 
eds., Samuel Bannister Harding and 
Athol Ewart Rollins; art director, 
Seymour Jones. 15v. 1000 N. Dear- 
born St., Chicago, F. E. Compton co., 
c1932. illus. ports. maps. Buckram, 
$67.50; discount to libraries. 

This encyclopedia was first published 
in 1922 and thirteen printings with 
slight revisions have since been made. A 
new arrangement of the text was inau- 
gurated in 1930 so that each volume con- 
tains the subject matter covering certain 
letters of the alphabet with the corre- 
sponding section of the general index at 
the end of that volume. Large letter 
guides on the back of each volume greatly 
facilitate the use of the set. Each volume 
of the 1932 edition is paged separately 
and the index refers to the volume letter 
and page. This is much better than 
having continuous paging on the backs 
of the volumes. 

The 1932 edition has been completely 
revised. Many articles remain the same 
but a great deal of new material has been 
added, especially to make the set cor- 
respond with present educational de- 
mands in the teaching of social studies, 
vocational guidance and character edu- 
cation. Much attention has been given 
to recent developments in the fields of 
science and applied arts. 

A Canadian reviewer finds the set 
lacking in British and Canadian material 
although Canada and Great Britain are 
well represented on the editorial staff. 
Scant treatment is given Canadian and 


British statesmen, writers and scientists. 
Neither John Masefield, poet laureate, 
nor Ex-Premier King is given a bio- 
graphical article in the main text. The 
1931 census figures for Canadian popula- 
tion are not given although these were 
ready in preliminary form at least be- 
fore the end of that year. There is 
little evidence of much editorial work 
having been done on Canada in the new 
edition and numerous errors due largely 
to changed conditions have crept in. 
Articles in the new edition are written 
in the manner of the former edition, with 
“catchy” opening sentences and a dis- 
tinctly readable style. The pictorial dia- 
grams, such as those accompanying the 
articles on “Physiology” or “Brain” are 
ingenious but high school students are 
inclined to resent them as “childish.” 
The editor sums up the editorial pur- 
pose in the preface thus: “We undertook 
to make an encyclopedic, alphabetically 
arranged survey of the whole field of 
knowledge, presented with such a wealth 
of illustration that it should be as read- 
able as a story-book, without anywhere 
sacrificing completeness or accuracy.” 
The “Here and there in this volume” 
feature of the 1926 edition has been re- 
vived and is accompanied by a list of 
“Interesting questions answered in this 
volume” which aims to arouse the 
reader’s interest. The “Here and there” 
feature may confuse children who expect 
a table of contents, if anything, in this 
place. 
A most important change in the set is 
the expansion of the Fact-index, now 
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totaling 704 pages, which makes avail- 
able the least item of information. The 
index is so fully expanded that young 
children may find it difficult to follow the 
many subdivisions of the alphabetic ar- 
rangement, but this will be good training 
in preparation for the use of a large 
card catalog with its many subject divi- 
sions which often prove confusing to 
users. This index follows library catalog- 
ing practice. Many facts and bio- 
graphical items are embodied in the Fact- 
index without further entry in the text, 
as well as many lists of terms, dates, 
abbreviations, etc. These lists are set off 
by black line-borders and listed on the 
title page of the section of the index in 
which they appear. The list of abbrevia- 
tions in Compton’s consists of 542 entries 
while the World book lists 319. 

The old stories in previous editions, 
of the bear, the deer, the hare, etc., are 
retained but are not entered in the index 
and the pages are numbered with a, b, c, 
following the page number so that they 
can easily be omitted from a future print- 
ing. Many rewritten stories, such as 
“Silas Marner,” under Eliot, “Man 
without a country,” under Hale, etc., are 
also retained. There are 61 of these 
Tales for the Story Hour, a type of ma- 
terial which is out of place in an ency- 
clopedia. The colored illustrations for 
these stories are crude, (see “Peter 
Pan’’) and not in accord with the gener- 
ally fine illustrations of the set. 

The photographic illustrations, most 
of which are new, make the set almost 
indispensable. No other set is superior to 
Compton’s in this respect. The publish- 
ers tell us that a total of 1412 new en- 
gravings were made for this edition and 





523 were taken out, leaving a net gain 
of 889 engravings. 

Compton’s is weak in the matter of 
maps, as only relief maps are given for 
each state. Therefore no counties, rail- 
roads and other map data are given. No 
maps accompany the articles on the 
Canadian provinces. There are only 22 
pages of colored and 10 full-page black 
and white maps in comparison with 147 
colored and 50 black and white maps 
with map data in the World book. 

The reference-outlines, numbering 54 
in this edition, accompany the leading 
article on the subject, instead of being 
grouped in a separate volume as pre- 
viously. These outlines, aggregating 93 
pages, have been entirely revised to cor- 
respond to the new treatment of sub- 
ject matter and give volume and page 
number. New, up-to-date bibliographies, 
graded to meet school requirements, fol- 
low each outline. Although copyright 
dates are still omitted, publishers are 
now given. 

The physical make-up of the set is ex- 
cellent in all respects and the new end- 
papers suggest the contents in a very 
artistic and clever manner. ‘There is 
no doubt that the publishers have made 
a sincere effort to embody, in the latest 
edition, all the improvements and 
changes which have come to their atten- 
tion in the ten years since the set was 
first published, and have made every 
effort to put it in the front rank of juve- 
nile encyclopedias with the added feature 
of reading interest, aside from purely in- 
formational content. 

Compton’s is highly recommended but 
it is impossible to say which juvenile en- 
cyclopedia should be a first purchase. For 
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libraries both Compton's and the World 
book are needed. Possibly Compton’s is 
best adapted for first purchase for the 
elementary school and the World book 
for high schools. The junior high 
schools can use both equally well. For 
home use, each purchaser should care- 
fully examine both sets to see which best 
meets his individual needs. 
Dictionnaire général de _biographie, 
histoire, littérature, agriculture, com- 
merce, industrie et des arts, sciences, 
moeurs, coutumes, institutions poli- 
tiques et religieuses du Canada; par le 

R. P. L. Le Jeune. 2v. 600 Cumber- 

land St., Université d’Ottawa, Ot- 

tawa, Canada. Cloth $20; half leather 
$22. 

Also known as Dictionnaire général 
du Canada. 

Primarily a biographical dictionary, 
this work fills a need, especially in the 
larger reference library, because it lists 
the less important and earlier Canadians. 
Naturally, it is predominantly Catholic 
and biographies of the priests and sisters 
are especially complete. Many of the 
other biographical sketches are appar- 
ently translated almost word for word 
from Wallace’s Dictionary of Canadian 
biography. With the inclusion of so 
many obscure names one expects to find 
omissions, but hardly such a serious one 
as that of Bliss Carman, when lesser 
Canadian poets have been included. A 
comparison of biographical articles with 
those in Wallace from “B” to “Beau- 
harnois” showed fifteen names included 
in Wallace that were not in Le Jeune, 
and twenty-eight in Le Jeune but not in 
Wallace. Generally speaking, living 
Canadians are not included. 


Besides the biographical sketches, the 
dictionary is strong on Catholic orders 
and institutions, especially those of Que- 
bec and early Canada. The author has 
spent many years studying in this field 
and is recognized as an authority. As 
a result we find long articles under such 
names as Bienville, Cartier, Champlain, 
Iberville, Joliet, LaSalle, Laval, Louisi- 
ane and Montmagny. There is a de- 
cided unevenness in the selection of sub- 
jects, for example, Edmonton, Quebec, 
Winnipeg and Toronto are listed, but 
not Calgary, Montreal or the cities of 
Vancouver. There is also some evidence 
of haste in editing. Besides minor errors 
in dates and names, the serious error is 
made of including a biographical sketch 
of Sir MacKenzie Bowell under both his 
Christian name and his surname. 

The claim is made by the author in 
the title that the work covers the fields 
of agriculture, commerce, industry, arts, 
sciences, manners, customs, etc., is un- 
founded as there is very little material to 
be found on these subjects except that 
incidental to the various biographies. 

The books are well bound but the 
printing is mediocre. One hundred and 
eighty-seven good half-tone reproductions 
are given, chiefly of subjects of biographi- 
cal sketches. Fifty-six other illustrations 
and plates add to the value of the work. 
Some small, clear, but meager maps are 
given of the provinces, as well as a few 
maps of a historical nature. The vol- 
umes contain 863 and 827 pages, respec- 
tively, and represent good value at the 
price, for those libraries that aim at 
complete collections. The set is recom- 
mended for large reference libraries only. 

FINAN 
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Keesing’s contemporary archives; 
illustrated diary of world-events, with 
index continually kept up-to-date. 507 


Fifth Ave., New York. 1931-36. 
$22 a year. (327 S. LaSalle St., 
Chicago.) 


As its title indicates, this is a current 
information service, encyclopedic in 
character. It is published in Amsterdam, 
Holland, in English, French and Dutch, 
with a special edition for American use. 
A binder to contain sheets for six years 
is furnished, and sheets for insertion are 
received every week, together with a 
complete new index to all material al- 
ready received. ‘The publisher’s repre- 
sentative informs us that 250 daily news- 
papers are received and indexed at the 
Amsterdam office and that only eight 
days are required for delivery of sheets 
to American libraries. (This would of 
course depend on the location of the li- 
brary.) 

The value of this service depends al- 
most entirely on the editorial staff and 
its method of selection of material. Of 
the former we know nothing. Examina- 
tion shows that care is taken to confine 
selection to facts and events of more 
than local or temporary importance, and 
through the references at the end of each 
brief article to previous articles on the 
same subject it is possible to trace the 
progress of any movement, political de- 
velopment, or the like, chronologically. 

The chief things that can be said in 
favor of Contemporary archives are: it 
has a completely revised weekly index; 
it includes much current statistical in- 
formation; it contains much information 
uncommon for a current events service, 
e.g., lists of Nobel prizes in medicine, 


major submarine disasters since the 
World War, Great Britain submarine 
accidents 1904-32, Atlantic flights from 
Europe to the United States and back, 
successful and unsuccessful. 

The physical make-up has good fea- 
tures. The binder is strong, easy to 
manipulate, and of good appearance. 
The arrangement is chronological, yet the 
paging is continuous. Items on each 
page are lettered and the index refers 
both to page and letter. Related events 
are connected by cross-references. We 
found some material in the pages for 
which we could find no entries in the 
index. The illustrations, mostly por- 
traits, have little value. 

In spite of its many excellent qualities, 
the fact that the service comes from 
abroad, necessitating some unavoidable 
delay, lessens its value for American li- 
braries. Moreover, any library which 
subscribes to Time, Literary Digest, 
New York Times Current History, and 
Public Affairs Service 
would have available this information 
and would have it more promptly. 
Therefore for American libraries the 
service is not recommended. 

Leaders in education. 

This was listed in the July, 1932, 
Subscription Books Bulletin as a ten- 
volume work, selling for $6. The im- 
print should have read 1 v....$10. 
Library of knowledge. 

We have recently learned that the 
Library of knowledge, reviewed in the 
April, 1932, issue is the Bufton encyclo- 
pedia under another title. Bufton’s was 
the revision in four volumes of the old 
Universal encyclopedia. 

OFA AN 


Information 
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Scribner radio music library, ed. by 
Albert E. Wier. 8v. 597 Fifth Ave., 
New York City, Charles Scribner’s 
Sons. c1931. $29, less 10%, to li- 
braries and schools. 

This is a collection of musical selec- 
tions designed for those persons of the 
radio audience who wish to have the 
pleasure of playing some of the composi- 
tions which are frequently on the air. 
The arrangements of the music are com- 
paratively simple and can therefore be 
enjoyed by the average performer. The 
selections are somewhat the same as those 
in Wier’s Ideal home music library. 

Volumes one to six contain selections 
for the piano, vélumes seven and eight, 
vocal selections. ‘The range of the col- 
lection is suggested by the titles and 
contents of the individual volumes: v. 1, 
Classic and romantic compositions: 
Bach, Beethoven, Handel, Liszt, Rubin- 
stein, Schubert, etc.; v. 2, Modern com- 
positions: Brahms, Debussy, Dvorak, 
Grieg, Sibelius, etc. ; v. 3, Light composi- 
tions: Chaminade, Delibes, Godard, 
etc.; v. 4, Grand opera excerpts: Bizet, 
Gounod, Humperdinck, Puccini, Verdi, 
Wagner, etc.; v. 5, Light opera and 
ballet excerpts: Planquette, Offenbach, 
Sullivan, etc.; v. 6, Standard and modern 
dance music: Lehar, Johann Strauss, 
Waldteufel, etc.; v. 7, Songs from the 
operas and sacred music, contains in ad- 
dition to such well-known selections as 
‘““Habafiera” from Carmen, “Evening 
star” from Tannhdauser, and “Heavenly 
Aida,” collections of sacred songs, negro 
spirituals, and hymns; v. 8, Favorite 
songs of every character, contains col- 
lections of concert, folk, patriotic, home, 
college, and light opera songs. 


The eight volumes are well indexed, 
each having a table of contents arranged 
alphabetically by author and title. 
Volume eight contains a complete index 
to the set, a brief biographical and pro- 
nouncing dictionary of composers, and 
a list of important musical terms and 
expressions. Though on the whole these 
features are fairly adequate, the pro- 
nouncing dictionary leaves something to 
be desired in that it omits pronuncia- 
tions of such names as Cui, Drdla, Falla, 
Eilenberg, Ippolitow, Iwannow and 
others, all of which present difficulties 
to persons unfamiliar with the musical 
world and with foreign names. 

Each volume has also a very brief 
musical guide to the material contained 
in it. The type of information given is 
indicated by the following quotation on 
Russian grand operas, taken from volume 
four, Grand opera excerpts: 

“Russian composers entered the field 
of opera hundreds of years after other 
nations, but that has not prevented their 
conceiving works which are both remark- 
able and original. Borodin’s musical tale 
of the Russian Steppes, Prince Igor, con- 
tains a number of characteristic dances 
which are constantly played by orches- 
tras; Moussorgsky’s Boris Godounov is 
often heard in orchestral selection; 
Tschaikowsky’s Eugene Onégin contains 
a waltz entr’acte, also an orchestral 
favorite. Probably the greatest of Rus- 
sian opera composers is  Rimsky- 
Korsakow; this volume contains 
selections from Sadko, with its univer- 
sally popular Song of India, Le Coq 
d’Or, containing the equally beloved 
Hymn of the sun, and the Snow maiden, 
from which the sprightly Dance of the 
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tumblers is an orchestral favorite with 
the radio audience. This volume also con- 
tains excerpts from Rimsky-Korsakow’s 
Sheherazade. This, of course, is not an 
opera but an orchestral suite; its popu- 
larity is so great, however, with the radio 
music lover that it deserves an especial 
place of honor.” 

The books, folio in size, are attrac- 
tively and durably bound in red artcraft, 
lettered in gold. The paper is good and 
the text and scores clear and legible. 

There are a great many arrangements 
and in most cases there is no indication 
that they are arrangements nor who is 
responsible for them in their altered 
form. There are transcriptions from 
chamber music, operas, symphonies and 
songs for piano, and from piano music 
as songs. Words and accompaniment 
for such things as Brahms’ “Cradle 
Song” have no indication of the source 
of the words nor of the arranger of the 
music. ‘There are standard Lieder with 
English translation but without the orig- 
inal German. Many pieces are care- 
lessly or inaccurately titled. In short, 
the set is not well edited and is “written 
down” to the level of the radio audience. 
Much mediocre music is included and 
certain well-known composers are not 
creditably represented. 

The set nevertheless has value in that 
it tends to promote an active response 
rather than a mere receptiveness on the 
part of persons listening to radio con- 
certs. It should prove useful in libraries 
which have music collections, in schools 
which endeavor to develop music ap- 
preciation, and in homes where there is 
an interest in music. It is not needed, 
however, in libraries or homes already 


having good collections of scores. With 
this reservation it is recommended. 
Simplified definitions and nomencla- 


ture for aeronautics, by Leslie 
Thorpe. San Francisco, Aviation 
press, 1931. Paper $1.50. 


This is a pamphlet of approximately 
one hundred unnumbered pages, con- 
taining, according to the introduction, 
about fifteen hundred definitions and ex- 
planations of ‘‘words, parts, uses, factors 
and features which occur in the study of 
the various subjects and sciences related 
to aeronautics.” ‘The material appears 
to have been collected and reprinted 
from the author’s Textbook on aviation, 
reviewed elsewhere in this issue of the 
Bulletin. 

To a large extent, definitions are taken 
from Technical Report 240 of the Na- 
tional Advisory Committee for Aero- 
nautics, 1926, together with a very few 
from the Air Commerce Regulations of 
the U. S. Department of Commerce. 
These have been carefully indicated and 
call for no special comment. 

The other definitions are frequently 
open to serious adverse criticism on the 
score of poor expression, failure to de- 
fine, explain or inform, and sometimes 
serious inaccuracy. ‘This is allowing for 
the sometimes peculiar use of terms in 
aviation. Examples follow: 


adiabetic cooling—Air cools with as- 
cent and heats with descent at the rate 
of approximately 1.6° F. per 300 feet. 
alignment—To adjust or put an air- 
plane into designed form or shape. 
alloy—A material treated or refined 
with some other substance to form a 
new material with different properties. 
argon—A small constituent of the at- 
mosphere. 
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Aurora Australis—The lights in the 
southern hemisphere called “southern 
lights.” 

chromium—An alloy used to give 
strength and hardness to steel. 
nickel—An alloy used to toughen and 
strengthen steel. 
spirits—Non-freezing liquid used for 
compass bowls. 

tungsten—An alloy which gives ex- 
treme hardness and heat-resisting prop- 
erties to steel. 


Such definitions as these do not support 
the author’s claim to have prepared it 
as “an authoritative reference for every- 
one interested in the study of aeronautics 
so that every word and phrase of aeronau- 
tical study may be understood.” 

Practically all of the valuable and 
dependable part of this book, namely, the 
definitions of the National Advisory 
Committee, can be had by sending twen- 
ty cents to the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments for the report mentioned above. 

Not recommended. 

Weedon’s modern encyclopedia, ed. 
by Garry Cleveland Myers; executive 
ed., Harry Esty Dounce; art director, 
Wallis H. Sturtevant; Canadian ed., 
T. W. L. MacDermot. 8v. Cleve- 
land, S. L. Weedon co. c1931-32. To 
homes, on monthly payments, $54.75; 
to schools and libraries, $49.75. 

This work is newly written and attrac- 
tive. The subjects included have been 
chosen to meet children’s needs and 
written to catch the interest of the 
reader by introducing in the beginning 
sentence, or first paragraph, some espe- 
cially interesting or important fact, in- 
stead of using the older style of beginning 
with a definition or purely factual state- 
ment. This method is especially valuable 


for children but it has occasionally been 
overdone. See the entry, Animal, which 
begins “There ain’t no such animal,” 
and in which five lines of an article of 
nineteen lines develop no factual state- 
ment. See also Abrasive, Advertising, 
Apple, Bone, etc. 

The set is very fully illustrated with 
drawings, colored illustrations, photo- 
graphs and maps. In many instances 
photographs could have been used more 
satisfactorily than the drawings. ‘The 
colored illustrations are uneven in value 
and the full-page ones leave much to be 
desired. 

The format and typography are ex- 
cellent and it is noted that more words 
are accommodated on a page than in 
other sets with which this one was com- 
pared, without loss of legibility. 

Full-page maps have a black margin 
of about an inch and are given only for 
the United States, Canada and the con- 
tinents. Only relief maps are given for 
states and countries, as in Compton’s 
pictured encyclopedia. The paper is of 
a good, heavy coated stock and the bind- 
ing is durable and attractive but the 
volume guides on the backs of the vol- 
umes are difficult to use because they are 
too close to the other printing and too 
small. Whole words are used, which 
are confusing as binders’ guides to alpha- 
betical material. 

At the beginning of each volume there 
is a list of “a few of the good things 
to be found in the volume.” Almost 
identical group subjects are used in each 
volume, such as, Four corners of the 
earth, Out of the past, Home guides to 
health and happiness, Men and women 
of achievement, Beasts, birds, fishes, 
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plants and insects, Business, transporta- 
tion and industry, Glimpses of the won- 
derland of science, Stories to read aloud, 
Sidelights on subjects taught in school, 
Books, art, music and their makers, etc. 
All of these, except Stories to read aloud, 
one would expect to find in an encyclope- 
dia without this listing and the plan is 
confusing to children who have been 
taught to find the table of contents at the 
beginning of a book. Such a heading as 
Sidelights on subjects taught in school 
is too general to be of any value. 

The stories to read aloud are, in many 
instances, not really stories, as “Learning 
to be likeable” in volume six. They 
have no literary style and their suitability 
for reading aloud is not particularly 
evident. In every volume there is a 
very commonplace, anonymous story of 
a child in some country or historical 
period. One of these “Stories to be read 
aloud” is entitled “Aunt Judy tells what 
babies must do before being born.” It 
is entirely unscientific as it gives the im- 
pression that a baby is conscious of his 
growth and thinks before birth. In the 
last paragraph one of the boys to whom 
Aunt Judy tells the story says, “Gee! 
Babies aren’t so dumb, after all! I wish 
I could remember about before I was 
born. It must have been fun to play 
fish that way.” 

Many parents consider that they have 
a right to introduce sex instruction to 
their children in their own way. A story 
of this kind on school library shelves 
creates a real problem. Scientific facts 
presented as facts are unobjectionable. 

There are numerous highly creditable 
articles, including one on literature for 
children. Bible subjects seem especially 





well written. The list of books for chil- 
dren compiled by Miss Effie Power is 
excellent in its selection but one could 
wish for annotations as well as for the 
names of publishers and illustrators, all 
of which make the similar list in Comp- 
ton’s encyclopedia so valuable. 

Many subjects are treated in combina- 
tion, as Military and Naval academies, 
Moses and Aaron, Docks and wharves, 
Butterflies and moths, Alligator and 
crocodile, etc. 

There are very few cross-references in 
the body of the work, none from the 
secondary subjects in the collective ar- 
ticles. The index volume, which we 
have seen in proof, will supply this lack. 
The index will add greatly to the value 
of the set. It is a Fact-index, arranged 
like the former Compton one, with refer- 
ences to the consecutive paging and to a 
or b for the column on the page. All 
illustrations are noted—a valuable fea- 
ture in reference work with schools. The 
index covers approximately 400 pages, 
three column arrangement, and_ this 
volume also contains subject outlines to 
help school studies, and several useful 
lists and tables. The bibliography of 
What to read outside the classroom is 
arranged by subject and is especially 
worthy of mention as a basic list of non- 
fiction books for children. It was com- 
piled with the assistance of the Chil- 
dren’s Department staff of the Cleveland 
Public Library. Disappointing features 
of the index are: many confusing ab- 
breviations; entries too brief in many 
cases; references to single sentences in 
articles; no consistent policy of giving 
pronunciation. While pages for related 
matter are cited, this is not done consist- 
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ently, e.g., portrait of Mary Baker Eddy 
is indexed under Christian Science but 
not under her name. The key to pro- 
nunciation is given at the beginning of 
the index volume instead of at the bottom 
of each page as in Compton’s. 

A number of minor inaccuracies of 
statement have been noted. 

To summarize: The editors have 
been successful in making their work 
interesting and useful to children, and 
its value should not be under-estimated. 
When but one work of the sort is re- 
quired, Compton’s or the World book 
is the first choice, but where additional 
material is desired or when cost is of 
first importance, Weedon’s deserves care- 
ful consideration. Recommended. 
Winston’s cumulative loose-leaf en- 

cyclopedia and dictionary; editor- 

in-chief, —Thomas E. Finegan. 12v. 

Philadelphia, J. C. Winston co. 

c1912-28. Plates, maps. $60. 

The price quoted was not furnished by 
the publisher but is the price paid by one 
library for the set and loose-leaf service. 

The two volumes which comprise the 
dictionary are identical in content with 
the Winston simplified dictionary, ad- 
vanced edition, in one volume, which is 
listed at $2.64. 

The encyclopedia is made up of ten 
volumes of original matter, plus loose- 
leaf revision pages added each year. A 
comparison of the contents with those 
of Everyman’s and Funk and Wagnalls’ 
new standard encyclopedia shows some- 
thing over 3,000,000 words in Winston’s 
as compared with over 6,000,000 words 
in each of the others. These have also 
more entries, and more up-to-date arti- 
cles, especially on modern biographical, 


literary and scientific subjects. Thus in 
scope this encyclopedia does not measure 
up to the two above mentioned, nor to 
Doubleday’s. 

As to the loose-leaf service, there is 
some advantage in having new articles on 
recent developments. However, there 
are certain drawbacks. The material is 
expensive (the 1931 supplement contains 
only seventy-two pages of text and 
twelve pages of illustrations) and it is 
often not timely—sometimes six months 
to a year old. The pages are inserted 
at the end of each letter year after year, 
so that at the end of six years there may 
be six places to look for possible new 
material on a subject. As the letters are 
split, this often necessitates using more 
than one volume for a subject. 

In illustrations and maps Winston's 
is superior to Everyman’s and Funk and 
Weagnalis’, but not to Doubleday’s. 
Type and binding are fairly good, al- 
though the loose-leaf arrangement al- 
lows the lower edges of the pages to 
touch the shelves, and also prevents the 
volume from opening flat. 

Not recommended. 





(Continued from page 50) 

These firms and individuals were told to 
stop selling under any name other than 
Source book an encyclopedia which sales- 
men throughout the country had offered 
under the titles of Home and school ref- 
erence work, American reference library 
and Source book. 

This group is also to discontinue er- 
roneously advertising encyclopedias as 
free of charge or as reserved as gifts for 
selected persons, as a means of advertis- 
ing. They are not to say that purchasers 
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of the encyclopedia pay only for loose- 
leaf supplements to keep the books up to 
date or for services of a research council 
for ten years. 

They are not to require encyclopedia 
purchasers to pay added sums for loose- 
leaf supplements, the sale of which is 
ordinarily included in the sale contract, 
nor to advertise loose-leaf and research 
services as sold separately to others than 
encyclopedia buyers who pay $12 a year, 
or any other price for it, if untrue. 

Price misrepresentations of other kinds 
are to be abandoned, such as imminence 
of increase in price, use of contract forms 
or order blanks containing prices in ex- 
cess of those actually charged, misrepre- 
sentation of yearly rates, etc. 

These persons are also forbidden to 
assert that well known individuals are 
contributors, revisers or members of con- 
sulting or research staffs if untrue. 

They are not to describe their set as 
new and up-to-date when this is not 
the case. A staff of editors, writers, 
photographers and illustrators, main- 
tained in every part of the world to pre- 
pare the semi-annual loose-leaf supple- 
ments, is not to be advertised when there 
is no such staff. 

Other practices to be ended are: 









Changing terms of a contract after it has 
been signed, representing a contract as 
a receipt or other informal paper, sending 
letters in the names of fictitious collection 
agencies, threatening to publish names of 
delinquent purchasers, use of letters or 
other documents prepared in a manner 
simulating legal processes to collect delin- 
quent accounts, representing that the en- 
cyclopedia is published by other pub- 
lishers of recognized reference works, 
that the purchaser will receive well 
known financial information services, 
and printing false copyright dates. 

The above paragraphs have been se- 
lected, and slightly shortened, from the 
Federal Trade Commission’s news re- 
lease on this hearing and action. The full 
text of the report numbers about seventy 
typed pages but much of it makes good 
reading, especially the sales talks used by 
canvassers, which are given verbatim. 

It is hoped that librarians will call at- 
tention to this action in their communi- 
ties so that householders may be warned 
against spurious claims and false repre- 
sentations. In the interests of fair deal- 
ing, of economy, and of justice to 
publishers who do not indulge in ques- 
tionable practices, these facts should be 
made known. 





Index (Vols. I-11) 


America. Jan, 1930, p. 9 

American atlases. Jan, 1931, p. 2 

American biography. Jan, 1931, p. 4 

American educator. Jan, 1930, p. 9 

American history and encyclopedia of music. 
Jan, 1931, p. 4; Ap, 1931, p. 19 

American natural history. See Stream of 
history 

American physicians 
1932, p. 3 


and surgeons. Jan, 


American reference library. See Source 
book 

American transcontinental trails. O, 1930, 
p.1 


American underwriting houses and their is- 

O, 1930, p. 2; Jan, 1931, p. 5 

Americana: biographies. Jl, 1931, p. 37 

An example of real library service. Jl, 1931, 
p. 34 

Arno art studies. 


sues. 


Jan, 1931, p. 5 
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Art of music. Jan, 1931, p. 6 

Authors digest. Jan, 1932, p. 3 

Automobile engineering. Jl, 1932, p. 33 

Bible stories and character building. Sée 
Home university bookshelf 

Bible story. O, 1931, p. 53 

Bibliography on subscription books, A short. 
Jan, 1930, p. 8 

Biographical cyclopaedia of American 
women. O, 1930, p. 2 

Birds and trees of North America. Jan, 
1932, p. 5 

Book of history. See My book of history 

Book of knowledge. Jan, 1932, p. 6 

Book of life. Jl, 1930, p. 4 

Book of popular science. Jan, 1930, p. 10; 
Ap, 1930, p. 6 

Book of rural life. Jan, 1930, p. 10 

Book trails. Jan, 1930, p. 11; Ap, 1930, p. 6 

Boys and girls bookshelf. See Home uni- 
versity bookshelf 

Bufton encyclopedia. See Library of knowl- 
edge 

Business administration. See Business man- 
agement 

Business efficiency. Jl, 1932, p. 34 

Business management. O, 1931, p. 54 

Business reference library. Jl, 1931, p. 37 

California and the Californians. Jl, 1931, 
p. 38 

Careers. Jan, 1931, p. 8; Ap, 1931, p. 19 

Carpenter’s world travels. Ap, 1930, p. 6 

Catholic encyclopaedia dictionary. Jl, 1931, 
p. 39 

Century biographical encyclopedia. Jan, 
1931, p. 9 

Chambers’s encyclopaedia. Ap, 1930, p. 6 

Chandler encyclopedia for the scientific selec- 
tion, purchase and use of commodities. Ap, 
1931, p. 20 

Child welfare manual. Sée Home university 
bookshelf 

Children’s encyclopaedia. See Book of knowl- 
edge 

Children’s hour. Ap, 1930, p. 7 

Children’s library. O, 1931, p. 54 

Circle of knowledge. Jan, 1930, p. 12 

Civil engineering. Jl, 1932, p. 35 

Civilization. Ap, 1931, p. 21 

Classroom teacher. Jan, 1930, p. 12 


Cobbett’s cyclopedic survey of chamber music. 
Ap, 1930, p. 8 

College and private school directory of the 
United States. Jl, 1932, p. 36 

Collier’s new encyclopedia. Jan, 1931, p. 9 

Columbia university course in literature. Jl, 
1930, p. 4 

Commerce-transportation travel book and 
trade developer. O, 1931, p. 55 

Commercial aeronautics. Jl, 1931, p. 40 

Commonwealth history of Massachusetts. O, 
1930, p. 3 

Complete pronouncing gazetteer or geo- 
graphical dictionary of the world. O, 
1931, p. 55 

Compton’s pictured encyclopedia. O, 1932, 
p. 49, 51 

Consumers’ research general bulletin. Ap, 
1932, p. 19 

Cooperative measures submitted by the com- 
mittee on subscription books of the A. L. A. 
to the subscription books committee of the 
National Association of Book Publishers. 
Jan, 1930, p. 2 

Copeland’s treasury for book lovers. See 
Stream of history 

Cram’s modern reference world atlas. Jan, 
1931, p. 3 

Cram’s unrivaled atlas. O, 1931, p. 52 

Cyclopedia of civil engineering. See Civil 
engineering 

Decision and a precedent. Jan, 1932, p. 1 

Dictionary of American biography. Jan, 
1931, p. 10 

Dictionary of United States history. Ap, 
1932, p. 20 

Dictionnaire général du Canada. O, 1932, 
p. 53 

Dominion educator. See American educator 

Don’t ask me another; by Donald Rose. Ap, 
1930, p. 4 

Doubleday’s encyclopedia. Ap, 1931, p. 21; 
Jl, 1932, p. 38 

Eaton encyclopedia. See New standard en- 
cyclopedia 

Encyclopaedia Britannica. Jan, 1930, p. 12 

Encyclopaedia of the social sciences. Ap, 
1930, p. 9 

Encyclopedia Americana. O, 1930, p. 4; Jan, 
1932, p. 7 
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Encyclopedia of American biography. See 
American biography 

Encyclopedic dictionary of American history. 
See Dictionary of United States history 


Encyclopedic dictionary of American refer- 


ence. See Dictionary of United States 
history 

English encyclopaedia. See Everyman’s en- 
cyclopaedia 

Europa. Jan, 1932, p. 8 

Every American’s encyclopedia. See Times 
encyclopedia and gazetteer 

Every child should know series. See. Chil- 
dren’s library 

Everybody’s cyclopedia. See Times en- 


cyclopedia and gazetteer 
Everyman’s encyclopaedia. 
Jl, 1931, p. 41 
Father and son library. O, 1930, p. 4; See 
also Home university bookshelf 
Federal index system. Jl, 1931, p. 42 
Financial analysis service. Jl, 1931, p. 43 
Funk and Wagnalls’ new standard en- 
cyclopedia. See New standard encyclopedia 
of universal knowledge 
German classics of the nineteenth and twen- 


Jl, 1930, p. 6; 


tieth centuries. Jl, 1932, p. 38 

Great events by famous historians. O, 1930, 
p. 5 

Great events of the great war. See Source 


records of the great war 

Hammond modern atlas of the world. O, 
1931, p. 51 

Hammond new world loose-leaf atlas. 
1931, p. 3 

Harmsworth’s universal encyclopedia. Ap, 
1931, p. 23 

Historians’ history of the world. Jan, 1931, 
p. 10 

History of nations. O, 1931, p. 56 

History of the Pilgrims and Puritans. Jl, 
1931, p. 44 

History reference council series II, Bulletins 
2-168. Jan, 1932, p. 9 

Home and school methods. 
reference library 

Home and school reference work. See Source 
book 

Home kindergarten manual. 
versity bookshelf 


Jan, 


See Progressive 


See Home uni- 


Home university bookshelf. Jan, 1932, p. 11 

Hotel book. See Commerce-transportation 
travel book and trade developer 

How to judge an encyclopedia. Ap, 1930, p. 2 

International library of music for home and 
studio. Jan, 1932, p. 12 

International reference work. See Progres- 
sive reference library 

International standard Bible encyclopedia. 
Ji, 1930, p. 7 

Joint meeting of the Subscription Book Pub- 
lishers’ Committee, National Association of 
Book Publishers and the Subscription Book 
Committee, American Library Association 
at New Haven, June 27, 1931. Jl, 1931, 
p. 33-4 

Journeys through bookland. Ap, 1930, p. 11 

Junior classics—the young folks’ shelf of 


books. O, 1930, p. 6 

Keane’s manual of investment trusts. O, 
1930, p. 6 

Keesing’s contemporary archives. O, 1932, 
p. 54 

Kindergarten children’s hour. O, 1930, p. 7 

Knight’s English encyclopaedia. See Every- 


man’s encyclopaedia ; 

Lands and peoples. O, 1930, p. 8 

Leaders in education. Jl, 1932, p. 39; O, 
1932, p. 54 

Library of knowledge. 
1932, p. 54 

Library of southern literature. 

Lincoln library of essential 
Jan, 1930, p. 13 

Lippincott’s complete pronouncing gazetteer. 
See Complete pronouncing gazetteer 

Literary digest premium offer. See New 
standard encyclopedia of universal knowl- 
edge 

Little journeys. 

Little masterpiece library. 
library 

Little masterpiece series. 
library 

Lives of game animals. 
Ap, 1930, p. 11 

Machinery’s encyclopedia. Jan, 1932, p. 13 

Master library. Jl, 1930, p. 9 

Missouri, History of. Seé California and 
Californians 


Ap, 1932, p. 22; 0, 


Jl, 1930, p. 8 
information. 


Ap, 1932, p. 23 
See University 


See University 


Jan, 1930, p. 13; 
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Modern boy activity. See Father and son 
library 

Modern eloquence. Jan, 1931, p. 11 

Modern shop practice. Ap, 1931, p. 25 

Montana, History of. See California and the 
Californians 

Mother’s book. See Home university book- 
shelf 

Mudge, Isadore G. How to judge an en- 
cyclopedia. Ap, 1930, p. 2 

My book of history. O, 1930, p. 9; Jl, 1932, 
p. 40 

My bookhouse. O, 1930, p. 10 

My travelship. O, 1930, p. 12 

Mythology of all races. Jan, 1930, p. 14; 
Ap, 1930, p. 11; Jan, 1932, p. 13 

Narrative history of the people of Iowa. 
Ap, 1932, p. 23 

National cyclopedia of American biography. 
Jan, 1931, p. 12 

National encyclopedia. See Source book 

Nature lovers library. Jl, 1931, p. 44 

Negro in our history. Ap, 1932, p. 24 

Nelson’s perpetual loose-leaf encyclopaedia. 
Ap, 1930, p. 11 

New atlases. O, 1931, p. 50 

New catholic dictionary. O, 1930, p. 13 

New census atlas of the world (Reilly and 
Lee). O, 1931, p. 62 

New century book of facts. Jan, 1930, p. 14; 
Ap, 1930, p. 12 

New human interest library. Jl, 1930, p. 
10; O, 1930, p. 14 

New Larned history for ready reference, 
reading and research. Jl, 1930, p. 11 

New practical reference library. See Amer- 
ican educator 

New standard encyclopedia. Jan, 1931, p. 
13; Ap, 1931, p. 26 

New standard encyclopedia of universal 
knowledge. Jan, 1932, p. 14; Ap, 1932, 
p. 25 

New student’s reference work. O, 1930, p. 
14; Jl, 1932, p. 41 

New teachers’ and pupils’ cyclopedia. See 
Progressive reference library 

New times encyclopedia. See Times en- 
cyclopedia and gazetteer 

New universal encyclopedia. O, 1931, p. 57 

New way in child training. Jl, 1931, p. 45 


New wonder world. Ap, 1932, p. 25 

New world encyclopedia. See Times en- 
cyclopedia and gazetteer 

New world wide cyclopedia. See Times en- 
cyclopedia and gazetteer 

North American reference book. See Source 
book 

North American wild flowers. Ap, 1930, p. 13 

North Dakota, History of. See California 
and the Californians 

Original narratives of early American his- 
tory. O, 1931, p. 58 

Our wonder world. O, 1930, p. 14; See also 
New wonder world 

Outline of knowledge. Jan, 1932, p. 14 

Pageant of America. Ap, 1930, p. 13 

Penny encyclopaedia. See Everyman’s en- 
cyclopaedia 

People’s cyclopedia. See Times encyclopedia 
and gazetteer 

Perpetual pictured loose leaf encyclopedia 
(supplements). Seé Source book 

Perpetual pictured quarterly loose-leaf ex- 
tension service. See New standard en- 
cyclopedia 

Pictured knowledge. Jl, 1930, p. 12 

Pocket university. See University library 

Popular encyclopedia of daily use. Sée 
Twentieth century encyclopedia 

Popular science library. Ap, 1931, p. 26 

Practical American encyclopedia. See Pro- 
gressive reference library 

Practical child training. Jl, 1931, p. 46 

Practical home and school methods. See 
Progressive reference library 

Press research institute, inc. Jl, 1932, p. 42 

Progress of nations. O, 1931, p. 60 

Progressive reference library. Ap, 1932, p. 27 

Rand McNally commercial atlas. Jan, 1931, 
p. 16 

Rand McNally world atlas. O, 1931, p. 50 

Romantic, fascinating story of the Pilgrims 
and Puritans. See History of the Pilgrims 
and Puritans 

Rose, Donald. Don’t ask me another. Ap, 
1930, p. 4 

Scribner radio music library. O, 1932, p. 55 

Selected writings of Elbert Hubbard. Jan, 
1931, p. 14 
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Simplified definitions and nomenclature for 
aeronautics. O, 1932, p. 56 

Smithsonian scientific series. 
14; Jl, 1930, p. 12 

Source book. Jan, 1931, p. 14; O, 1932, p. 50 

Source records of the great war. Jl, 1930, 
p. 13; Jan, 1932, p. 14 

South Dakota, History of. 
and the Californians 

Standard cyclopedia of horticulture. Jl, 1931, 
p. 46 

Standard dictionary of facts. 
p. 15 

Standard encyclopedia of the alcohol prob- 
lem. Jl, 1931, p. 47 

Standard history of the world. Jan, 1931, 
p. 15 

Standard reference work. See New standard 
encyclopedia 

Stream of history. O, 1931, p. 61 

Student’s New Testament compilation. Jl, 
1930, p. 14 

System Bible study. Jl, 1932, p. 42 


Ap, 1930, p. 


See California 


Jan, 1930, 


Teachers’ and pupils’ cyclopaedia. See 
Progressive reference library 
Teacher’s and pupil’s encyclopedia. See 


Source book 
Texas, History of. 
Californians 
Times encyclopedia and gazetteer. 
p. 14 
Trade practice conference, subscription book 
publishers. Jan, 1930, p. 4 
Travel and adventure library for young 


See California and the 


Jl, 1930, 


folks. Jan, 1932, p. 14 

Twentieth century encyclopedia. Jl, 1932, 
p. 43 

Universal encyclopedia. See Library of 
knowledge 


Universal knowledge. Ap, 1931, p. 28 

Universal reference guide. Jl, 1931, p. 48 

University library. Ap, 1932, p. 30 

University series. Jl, 1932, p. 45 

Volume library. Jan, 1930, p. 15 

Warner’s library of the world’s best litera- 
ture. See Columbia university course in 
literature 

Waverly pictorial dictionary. Jl, 1932, p. 46 

Weedon’s modern encyclopedia. O, 1932, 

p. 57 








What is a subscription book? Ap, 1930, p. 2 
Who’s who among living authors of older 


nations. Jl, 1932, p. 47 

Who’s who among North American authors. 
O, 1930, p. 14 

Who’s who in American education. O, 1930, 
p. 15 


Who’s who in government. 

Who’s who in the nation’s capital. 
p. 48 

Winston’s cumulative loose-leaf business en- 
cyclopedia. Jan, 1932, p. 15 

Winston’s cumulative loose-leaf encyclopedia 
and dictionary. O, 1932, p. 59 

Winston’s loose-leaf encyclopedia and dic- 
tionary. Jan, 1932, p. 15 

Wisconsin advises its teachers. Jl, 1931, p. 36 

Wonder world. See New wonder world 

World and its people. Jl, 1931, p. 48 

World book encyclopedia. Jan, 1930, p. 16; 
O, 1932, p. 49 

World book encyclopedia annual for 1931. 
Jl, 1932, p. 48 

World wide encyclopedia. 
cyclopedia and gazetteer 

World’s book of knowledge and universal 
educator. See Twentieth century encyclo- 
pedia 

Writings of mankind. Ap, 1931, p. 31 

Young folks’ Bible library. Jan, 1932, p. 15 

Young folks’ library. Ap, 1930, p. 15 

Young folks treasury. See Home university 
bookshelf 


Ap, 1931, p. 29 
Jl, 1931, 


See Times en- 





UTHORITY is given to réprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the per- 
mission of the American Library As- 
sociation. No pronouncements madé 
in this Bulletin can be considered 
official pronouncements of the Amer- 
ican Library Association. Official 
pronouncements are made so only by 
formal wote of the Executive Board, 
Council, or membership of the associa- 
tion. Obviously no such action has 
been secured or sought in matters per- 
taining to the evaluation of subscrip- 
tion books. No opinion expressed 
herein can therefore be cited as “an 
official éndorsement” of the American 
Library Association. 
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